
 

 
 
 

Hurontario Light Rail Transit (LRT) Project 
Questions & Answers 

 
Responses prepared to questions from the Credit Reserve Association 

 

Re: Hurontario Light Rail Transit (LRT) Project 
 

Q1. The proposed LRVs will operate in a segregated guideway with exception 
of a planned* segment through the Heritage South District of Brampton 
where tracks would be flush with the road surface for shared use. Shared 
running through the Brampton Main Street Heritage Area will allow for 
shared usage and left-hand turn movements for businesses and residents. 
Why is the Mineola area not also an exception? 

 

 *  After this query was submitted, Brampton Council voted to reject the 
LRT. 

 
A1. To clarify, the Hurontario LRT project is now only running as far north as Steeles 

Avenue, from Port Credit GO Station to the Gateway Terminal in Brampton. 
 

Urban style LRT generally runs in its own dedicated lanes to ensure it is not held 
up by other traffic and, wherever possible, it is given priority to go through 
signalized intersections. This provides a very reliable service, making it a more 
attractive option for passengers, who will know exactly how long their journey will 
take. 

 
The Hurontario Street segment in the Mineola area has sufficient overall roadway 
width to accommodate the LRT right-of-way and maintain four general purpose 
traffic lanes. The rationale for segregating the right-of-way for the LRT is service 
reliability, so it can provide an attractive alternative to the private automobile. 

 
Q2. There is the recommendation to minimize the impacts of overhead wires by 

exploring catenary-less solutions. The wires can be an issue for the mature 
trees as well as from a street character perspective. Why is this same 
recommendation not made for the Mineola area? 

 
A2.  Preserving the existing character and beauty of neighbourhoods along the 

corridor, while supporting modernization and growth for the future, is a key 
priority of the Hurontario LRT Project. 

 

Through extensive consultation, the project team has developed an 
understanding of the priorities in these areas, and has developed the following 
solutions as a result; specifically, for the Mineola area: 

 

 Minimizing road widening while maintaining traffic flow 

 Design refinements to minimize tree impacts 

 Restoration of turning movements to provide access 
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Public input is important to support and inform refinements that will form the final 
detail design. 

 

Consideration for moving the catenary lines to ground level or below are not 
technically feasible in our climate without a major cost increase. 

 
Q3. The additional two LRT lanes will lead to the removal of stately mature 

trees, which add to the unique character of our neighbourhood. Other 
options need to be considered such as the shared use lanes. If any trees 
do need to be replaced, tree planting should start now in order for the new 
trees to mature. 

 
A3.  One of  the goals is to have the LRT project  ref lect  the 

community.   A landscape assessment was undertaken in the spring of 
2014 resulting in a number of observations regarding the location, nature 
and condition of trees along Hurontario in the Mineola segment. The 
observations included: 

 Some trees and shrubs will need to be removed to due severe damage as a 
result of infestation of invasive species or severe weather events; 

 Existing poor quality trees should be removed and replaced with hardier 
varieties; 

 Trees that have been newly planted that will conflict with the either the 
construction of or the LRT streetscape plan will be replaced. 

 

As we proceed further with the project, we will ensure that the mature quality 
trees not in conflict with construction or the streetscape plan are protected during 
construction. As well, through the detail design stage, other opportunities to avoid 
impacting quality mature trees, as well as other tree replacement strategies, will 
be explored.  

 
Q4. Access to Hampshire Crescent and Polesden Drive will be severely 

restricted under the current proposals. The shared lanes would alleviate 
the issue. We understand that the streets could also be linked to Pinewood 
Trail but that requires destruction of homes. 

 
A4. The project team recognizes there is balance to ensure safe car movements and 

minimizing conflict with LRT vehicles. Some specific things are planned to 
achieve this balance in the Mineola area: additional signals have been added 
where none exist today, as well as changes to the operation of some signals, and 
removal or modification of some intersections. Drivers on Hurontario south of the 
QEW may use the intersections at Mineola West/East and Indian Valley 
Trail/Pinewood Trail where new U-turn signals will be installed, to get to and from 
their destinations. The intersection signals will be timed in such a way as to 
ensure safe turning movements. 

 
Earlier concepts captured in the 2010 Master Plan would have resulted in a 
reduction of general purpose traffic lanes in this segment of the corridor. Further 
public consultation and design refinements during the preliminary design and 
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engineering phase resulted in these changes being reflected in the TPAP 
approved Environmental Project Report concept. This revised design maintains 
the current number of through traffic lanes while achieving service reliability by 
way of a dedicated right-of-way for the LRT. Many of these best practices are in 
use on the Eglinton Crosstown LRT Project in Toronto. 
  

Q5.  Consideration should be given to ending the LRT line at the Cooksville GO 
as there will not be enough density below the QEW to justify the additional 
LRT cost. 

 
A5. Ensuring that the Hurontario LRT includes a connection to the Lakeshore West 

GO line at Port Credit, as well as the Milton GO line at Cooksville, is critical to 
regional connectivity.  The GO Lakeshore West line is one of the busiest routes 
and is expected to get busier. 

 
Ridership projections undertaken for the project indicate 11,800 boardings in the 
AM Peak Period (6:00 AM to 9:00 AM weekdays) in the Port Credit to 
Mississauga City Centre segment in 2031. The PM Peak demand is anticipated 
to be higher given the presence of the Square One Shopping Centre and broader 
travel profiles. In addition, land use and travel demand continues to grow up to 
and beyond 2031. Amendments to the Growth Plan forecasts in Peel Region see 
land use and travel demand growing by a further 11%. 
 

Q6. There were questions about whether a Mineola stop is required. The 
students of the high school in the neighbourhood should be major users. 
However, this is only for a short time every day. Thus a platform that is 
flush with the roadway is greatly preferred. 

 
A6.  The LRT design, as articulated at the Mineola stop in the TPAP/EPR, was refined 

over several community meetings and public information centres (PIC) over the 
past few years, including a PIC hosted with the Credit Reserve Association on June 
25, 2013. Overall, the existing road allowance through Mineola will be widened to 
include the LRT right-of-way, while maintaining two through traffic lanes in each 
direction, and southbound and northbound left-turn lanes at Indian Valley Trail. 
 
We understand that this new configuration will be a change for motorists in this 
community, and there will be a period of adjustment required. It is important that the 
Hurontario LRT operate in a dedicated right-of-way along the 20-kilometre route. 
Ensuring that the LRT can operate in a way that is not impeded by traffic, and does 
not impede traffic, benefits both transit users and motorists. 

 

 
 
Q7. Has a traffic study of our area been undertaken which examines current 

and future volumes? The residents would be interested in seeing this. 
 
A7. Yes. A detailed traffic study was conducted as part of the Environmental 

Assessment. The EMME Model Report is available on the project website here. 
 

 

http://www.metrolinx.com/en/docs/pdf/hurontario_epr/EMME_Model_Report.pdf
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Q8. Re: GO Rail Service and Port Credit GO Station  What is the rationale for 
the additional 800 parking spaces in the Metrolinx proposal for the GO’s 
south parking lot? Would the LRT not reduce the need for people to drive 
to the GO? Please provide us with the study that supports the need for the 
spaces. So many additional drivers will deadlock Hurontario Street at 
certain times, which will compound issues with U- turns, etc. 

 
A8.  To clarify, 400 net new GO commuter parking spaces are proposed. The existing 

south parking lot comprises approximately 400 surface parking stalls which will 
be replaced with an 800 stall structure and transit oriented development. 

 

The 2013 GO Transit Rail Parking and Station Access Plan, prepared with 
Mississauga staff input, identified the need for additional parking at the Port 
Credit GO Station as part of a multifaceted approach to managing station access 
requirements. The plan confirmed that between 200 and 600 additional parking 
spaces are required at the Port Credit GO Station to meet existing and 
forecasted ridership needs. 

 

GO Transit ridership continues to grow across the system. On the Lakeshore GO 
line, specifically, ridership growth exceeds expectations to the point that 2031 
ridership levels are already close to being achieved at many GO stations, 
including Port Credit. An even greater increase in customer volume is anticipated 
to occur once Regional Express Rail (RER) is introduced, placing additional 
pressure on station access modes, including parking. 

 

Metrolinx is updating the 2013 GO Transit Rail Parking and Station Access Plan 
to determine the impact of planned RER service. This update is scheduled for 
completion in summer 2016. We have identified Port Credit GO Station as a 
potential location to pilot station access initiatives and will continue to investigate 
the appropriateness of their application as the joint development project 
advances. 

 
Q9. The new Metrolinx package indicates that vehicles in the north parking lot 

of the Port Credit GO train exit at Eaglewood Boulevard. It would be helpful 
for the community to see this layout. 

 
A9. The design for the LRT in the Port Credit GO Station area includes the 

construction of an entrance/exit from Hurontario Street, opposite Eaglewood 
Blvd.  The entrance/exit will provide access to the GO Station’s north parking lot 
via Oriole Avenue. The location of the entrance/exit opposite to Eaglewood 
Boulevard creates an intersection at Hurontario Street that will be controlled by a 
traffic signal. This intersection will improve traffic safety while providing a 
convenient entrance/exit for motorists to/from the adjacent neighbourhood as 
well as the GO Station’s north parking lot. 

http://www.metrolinx.com/en/regionalplanning/projectevaluation/studies/GO_Transit_Rail_Parking_and_Station_Access_Plan_EN.pdf
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The layout of the planned entrance/exit can be found here on 
www.lrt-mississauga.brampton.ca. 

 
Q10.  As part of the ongoing improvements at the Port Credit GO, consideration 

should be given to include more covered spaces for bicycles. 

 
A10. A key principle of the Port Credit GO Station Southeast Area Master Plan is to 

promote multi-modes of station access, prioritizing active modes including 
walking and cycling. A number of new cycling routes within proximity to the Port 
Credit GO Station and supporting facilities, including bicycle storage, are being 
contemplated by Metrolinx and the City of Mississauga. 

 

 

 

http://lrt-mississauga.brampton.ca/EN/Public-Consultation/Documents/Public_Information_Centre_3/Sheet_2_Mineola.pdf
http://www.lrt-mississauga.brampton.ca/

